
 
 

SPONSORS 
JFK Muhlenberg Harold B. & Dorothy A. Snyder Schools 

The Wright Choice Agencies 
Assessment Technology Institute (ATI)  

Middlesex County College, Nursing Education/RBMC,  
GANNETT Healthcare Group/Nursing Spectrum 

  
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

 
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Convention Registration Opens 
 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 
 
7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Convention Registration Open  
 
8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.  GRAND EXHIBITION HALL OPEN (Free Continental Breakfast) 
 
8:45 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.  NJ Nursing Convention’s Opening Ceremonies  
 
9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. KEYNOTE SESSION (Contact Hours) 

Topic:  “The Future of Nursing: Leading Change and Advancing Health” 
Speaker: M. Elaine Tagliareni, EdD, RN,CNE, FAAN, Chief Program Officer, National League for Nursing  
 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Visit Exhibits – NJLN Scholarship Raffle 
 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Poster Sessions (Contact Hours)  
 
   GIFT:  Giving  Information to the Future Team - A Staff Nurse/Senior  Nursing Student Clinical Immersion  
      Partnership 
   Group Teaching to Improve Nutrition Among Hispanic Women 
   Improving the Accuracy of Obstetric Blood Estimation Using Clinical  Reconstruction 
   Improving Transitions of Care from Hospital to Sub-acute to Home 
   Increasing Breast Cancer Screening Outcomes 
   Intraprofessional Simulation: An Enchanting Day 
   Learning Strategies and Collaboration Between an Accelerated BSN  Program and an RN to BSN Program in  
      Their International Community Service Leadership to a Minority Population in the Dominican Republic  
   Lego Block Project for Leadership  
   Nurses’ Satisfaction with Shift Duration 
   Reducing Catheter Related Blood Stream Infection: Implementation of Multi-faceted Approach  

Relationship-Based Care in the Neonatal  Intensive Care Unit 
   Re-Model the Model: A Clinical Ladder Makeover 
   S.O.S - Support Our Staff and Help Stop “Suffering in Silence”: Critical Incident Stress Management  
   The Effects of Simulated Code Blue Sessions on Nurse Confidence 
   The Learning/Simulation Center: Creating an Environment for Patient  Safety in Nursing Education  
   Transforming Nursing Education Using Cinematography in the  Classroom: Teaching Nurse Educators How to 
      Design Instructional Nursing Video Presentations 
 
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. New Jersey League for Nursing Annual Business Meeting (Contact Hours)   
   
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. NEW JERSEY LEAGUE FOR NURSING CONVENTION LUNCHEON (Contact Hours) 

Topic: “Heartbreakers, Handmaidens & Heros: Nurses in Cinema” 
Speaker: Dr. Wendy R. Ostendorf, EdD, RN, Associate Professor & Dr. Nancy Laplante, PhD, RN, Assistant 
Professor, Neumann University 

 
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. EXHIBITION HALL CLOSED  
 
 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  CONTINUING EDUCATION SESSIONS -- STUDENT TRACK ONLY 
 
STU1 – TOPIC: Using Documentation to Protect Your License 
SPEAKER: Michelle Roth, RN, MSN, Assistant Director of Nursing, Foothill Acres Rehabilitation and Nursing Center 
OBJECTIVES: Differentiate between types of law, intentional and unintentional torts, malpractice and negligence; Identify 

medical uses as well as methods and guidelines for charting and how documentation can protect your license. 
 
STU2 – TOPIC: NCLEX Test Tips  
SPEAKER: Valerie Edwards, RN, MSN, President. VME Nursing Consultants, Inc.  
OBJECTIVES: List categories of client needs on NCLEX; Describe the types of questions on NCLEX; Discuss test taking 

strategies to use on NCLEX and outline a plan of study to prepare for NCLEX.  
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Thursday, March 29, 2012 

 
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  EXHIBITION HALL RE-OPENS 
 
2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. CONTINUING EDUCATION SESSIONS -- STUDENT TRACK ONLY   
 
STU3 – TOPIC:  Trends in Nursing Malpractice 
SPEAKER:  Cheryl M. DeKleine, Esq., Claim Manager, Coverys 
OBJECTIVES:  Discuss nursing malpractice trends, NJ regulations and statutes, malpractice cases and the importance of  

documentation; Discuss the Health Care Responsibility and Reporting Act, the litigation process and the self 
reporting process. 

 
STU4 – TOPIC: Navigating Through the Nursing Job Market in a Different Economy  
SPEAKER: Donna Murray, RN, MSN, APN, Assistant Director of Admissions and Recruitment, JFK’s Muhlenberg Snyder 

School of Nursing  
OBJECTIVES: Describe important factors to prepare a resume and cover letter; Discuss possible questions for a job 

interview and how to construct a thank you letter. 
 
2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.  CONTINUING EDUCATION SESSIONS (Contact Hours) 
 
A1-TOPIC:  Making a Difference in Ghana Through Community Nursing 
SPEAKER:  Michelle L. Foley, MA, RN, CNE, Director, Nursing Education, Middlesex County College Nursing Program   
OBJECTIVES: Provide overview of Ghanaian culture; Describe village experiences and its impact on nursing and health care; 

Discuss examples of the need “to think on your feet” to provide nursing care during Ghanaian health clinics. 
 
A2 – TOPIC:  Legal Issues Related to Electronic Healthcare Records 
SPEAKER:  Kathleen Gialanella, LLM, JD,RN, Counselor at Law 
OBJECTIVES: Explore the ongoing transition to using Electronic Health Records (EHR’s) for all patients and the legal 

challenges this type of record keeping is creating for nurses; Case examples will be discussed. 
 
A3 – TOPIC: Creating, Integrating and Analyzing Alternate Format Exam Questions 
SPEAKER: Patricia A. Castaldi, DNP, RN, ANEF, Director, Practical Nursing Program, Union County College 
OBJECTIVES:   Discuss the rationale for alternate format NCLEX test exam items, nursing content areas that are appropriate 

for alternate format test items and how to incorporate test items in nursing course exams; Address the values 
of alternate format test items in evaluating learning as well as applying this information to the educational 
setting. 

 
A4 – TOPIC: Infection Prevention: Living Up to the Science 
SPEAKER: Kathy Roye-Horn, RN,CIC, Director, Infection Prevention, Hunterdon Healthcare  
OBJECTIVES:   Describe the current regulatory and public perception issues surrounding healthcare-associated infections; 

Discuss the role of the environment in infection prevention as well as the reality of “getting to zero.”   
 
3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. CONVENTION WELCOME CELEBRATION (NJLN Scholarship Drawing, Attendee Prize Drawing)  
 
4:15 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.  CONTINUING EDUCATION SESSIONS (Contact Hours) 
 
B1 - TOPIC: Back to the Bedside: What’s New in Pressure Ulcer Prediction, Prevention and Management? A 

Review of Best Practices for Nurse Educators  
SPEAKER:  Tracy J. Siegel, MSN, RN, CNE CWOCN, Nursing Instructor, Middlesex County College  
OBJECTIVES: Discuss best practices for the prediction, prevention and management of pressure ulcers; Discuss pressure 

ulcer identification and staging; Identify methods to teach pressure ulcer best practices in the classroom, 
simulation  laboratory  or clinical setting.    

 
B2 – TOPIC:  Jest the Thing-Stress Relief/Motivation  
SPEAKER:   Judy England McCarthy, ES, RN, CMT, Holistic Practitioner, President, Just the Thing 
OBJECTIVES: Discuss concepts related to stress and relaxation; Describe methods to assess an individual’s stress triggers; 

Identify techniques to reduce stress. 
 
B3 – TOPIC:  Holistic Health Through Energy Nursing  
SPEAKER:  Nancy Randolph, RN, MSN, Psychiatric Nurse Specialist (retired) 
OBJECTIVES: Define Energy Nursing; Identify various modalities used to assess the human energy field; Describe altered 

patterns of energy field flow and interventions to meet these alterations. 
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B4 – TOPIC Clinical Management of Burn Patients in Your Emergency Department 
SPEAKER: Eileen Byrne, RN, BC,WCC, Community Burn Educator, Saint Barnabas Medical Center 
OBJECTIVES: Discuss the role of a burn facility, the assessment of a burn injury and its initial stabilization, treatment versus 

transfer and the ABA MCI guidelines of care. 
 
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  Sylvia C. Edge Endowment Campaign  
   Hosted by the Sylvia C. Edge Endowment Board and the New Jersey League for Nursing  
 

Friday, March 30, 2012 
 
 
  8:00 a.m. –  1:30 p.m. Convention Registration Open  
  8:00 a.m. –  9:30 a.m. Grand Exhibition Hall Open (Free Continental Breakfast ) 
 
  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. EXHIBIT HALL OPEN 
  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. POSTER SESSION (Contact Hours)  
   
  9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. KEYNOTE SESSION (Contact Hours) 

Topic:  “Answering the Call for Sustainability--Bulling & Incivility in Academia” 
   Speaker: Janet Tompkins McMahon, RN, MSN, Clinical Assoc. Professor of Nursing, Towson University 
 
10:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Visit Exhibits (Exhibitor Raffle Drawing)  
   Poster Session (Contact Hours)  

 
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 a.m. CONTINUING EDUCATION SESSIONS (Contact Hours) 
 
C1 – TOPIC:  Writing for Publication:  Ready, Set, Go  
SPEAKER:  Lorraine Steefel, DNP, RN, CTN-A, Adjunct Assistant Professor, UMDNJ School of Nursing 
OBJECTIVES: Discuss barriers to writing; Identify the six questions of journalism and apply each to a step for writing for 

publication; Identify how to use the who, what, and why to write a purpose statement for an article  
 
C2 – TOPIC:  Behind Bars: Nursing in Corrections  
SPEAKERS:  Margaret Conrad, DNP, RN, Chief Nursing Administrator, University of Medicine and Dentistry’s University  

Correctional Healthcare  and Dolores Guida, Regional Nurse Manager, East Jersey State Prison 
OBJECTIVES:  Discuss how correctional nursing is different than other areas of practice; Discuss availability of correctional 

nurse positions in the current job market.  
 
C3 – TOPIC: Integrating Simulation into a Nursig Program: What a Little Engine Could Do  
SPEAKERS: Mary E. Kelley, LLD, MSN, MEd, RN, CE, ANEF, Dean and Teresita Proctor, MS, RN, ACNS-BC,CNE, 

Assistant Dean, Trinitas School of Nursing  
OBJECTIVES: Describe the journey of faculty, administration and students toward realization of the goal to integrate 

simulation into the nursing program including the creation of a state-of-the-art Learning/Simulation Center.  
 
C4 - TOPIC:  Forensic Nursing: Are You Ready for CSI? 
SPEAKER:  Barbara Chamberlain, PhD, APRN, MBA, CCRN, WCC, Director, Continuing Education and Program  

Manager, Transforming Care at the Bedside, New Jersey Hospital Association  
OBJECTIVES:  Discuss the epidemiology of violence; Explain the history of forensic nursing science; state one way in which  

biological evidence is used to aid criminal investigation; Explore the education and function of the forensic  
nurse.  

 
 
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. NEW JERSEY LEAGUE FOR NURSING CONVENTION LUNCHEON  (Contact Hours)  
   Topic: “25 Stupid Things Nurses Do To Self Destruct” 
   Speaker:  Laura Gasparis Vonfrolio, RN, PhD 
 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  CONTINUING EDUCATION SESSIONS (Contact Hours) 
 
D1 - TOPIC:  Leadership Development for Faculty: Creating a Climate of Trust 
SPEAKER:  David Anthony Forrester, PhD, RN, ANEF, Professor, Faculty President, UMDNJ School of Nursing, Clinical  
                                    Professor,  Department of Environmental Medicine, UMDNJ Robert Wood Johnson Medical School  
OBJECTIVES:  Discuss the components of a climate of trust, interdependence and learning as they relate to nursing faculty 

leadership development . 
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Friday, March 30, 2012 
 
 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  CONTINUING EDUCATION SESSIONS (Contact Hours) 
 
D2 – TOPIC:  Nursing Orientation: Camp I CAN (Can Achieve Nursing)  
SPEAKER:  Kathleen N. Krov, PhD, RN, CNM, CNE, Associate Professor, Raritan Valley Community College    
OBJECTIVES:  Develop components essential for a successful orientation program; Experience program components as if a 

potential student and understand the limitations of assessing success of the program. 
 
D3 – TOPIC:  Maximizing Your Professional Performance Effectiveness Through a Dynamic Peer Review Process 
SPEAKER:  Kathleen Howard, MS, RN-BC, Nursing Instructor, Middlesex County College  
OBJECTIVES: Discuss strategies for Peer Review criteria development derived from NLN Core Competencies for Nurse 

Educators & ANA Standards of Practice; Describe practical strategies that Peer Review Process facilitates 
that can improve professional performance and enhance the viability and visibility of a nursing department. 

 
D4 – TOPIC:  Organ and Tissue Donation: Nurses Transforming Legislation into Life   
SPEAKER:  Barbara Turci, RN, BSN, CPTC, Assistant Director, Organ Recovery Services, New Jersey Organ Tissue  

Sharing Network    
OBJECTIVES:  Recognize the need for organ & tissue donation and the role of the nurse professional in supporting this  

process; Describe the role of health care providers working with OPO in meeting legislative requirements for  
donation; Verbalize key requirements in who can authorize donation and to understand the process for  
donation following brain death.  

 
2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m  CONTINUING EDUCATION SESSIONS  (Contact Hours) 
 
E1 - TOPIC:  Medical Marijuana in New Jersey: Legal and Medical Perspectives 
SPEAKER:  Roseanne Scotti, JD, BA, New Jersey State Director, Drug Policy Alliance and Denis J. Petro, MD, President,  

Cynosure Neuroscience 
OBJECTIVES:  Provide history of medical marijuana advocacy and legislation in New Jersey; Define legal issues surrounding 

current medical marijuana in New Jersey as they impact health care professionals and patients in New Jersey; 
Present overview of medical marijuana research and efficacy.  

 
E2 - TOPIC:  Nurse Residency Program for BSNs 
SPEAKER:  Allyson Bakewell, RN, BSN, Nurse Recruiter, Saint Clare’s Health System  

Describe the purpose of a Nurse Residency program; Describe the structure, methods and content of such a 
program; Describe the qualitative results of the nurse residency programs. 

    
E3 - Topic:  New Trends in Pharmaceutical Research  
SPEAKER:  Kate Tranotti, RN, BSN, MBA, Vice President, Clinical Operations, ICON Clinical Research  
OBJECTIVES:  Describe clinical traits for oncology treatment; Describe new drug research for treatment for Immunological  

Diseases; Describe new drug research for treatment in Alzheimer Disease 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
New Jersey League for Nursing is an approved provider of continuing nursing education by the New Jersey State Nurses Association, an accredited approver by 

the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.P250-9/11-14. 
 

Speakers have declared that he/she has nothing to disclose.   
 

There is no commercial support for this activity. 
 

Accredited status does not imply endorsement by NJLN, NJSNA or ANCC of any commercial products or services  
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